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wasting time, had little relish for such extravag-
ances. He enjoyed dancing and tennis and walk-
ing, as later he enjoyed horse-racing, because, as
we have seen, he possessed abundant vitality and
because good health was his chief concern. For
gambling, which became the ruling passion of the
Court, he cared nothing, and his frequent visits
to the public theatres owed more to his fondness
for company and a lively spectacle than to any
profound taste for the drama. Unlike his father,
he does not seem to have possessed a strongly
developed aesthetic sensibility, and his patronage
of the arts may be said to have been that of a
king rather than that of a connoisseur. Above all,
he delighted in experimental science, more espec-
ially in its application to practical problems, and
to navigation in particular. cc His Majesty," a
French visitor remarked, <c takes great Delight IE
finding out useful experiments in Navigation,
wherein he has immense Knowledge." And it is
recorded of a certain Dr. Dickinson that " whal
ingratiated him with his Majesty more than any-
thing was his deep Knowledge in Chymistry," th<
King, it was observed, being cc so great a Love]
of this Art that he ordered a Laboratory to b(
built in Whitehall, under his own Bed-Ghambe]
from which there being a Backstairs, he pri
vately spent many hours in seeing and trying